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Abstract

The Effect of the Family Planning Project at Workplaces
in the 1970s on the Consciousness of Female Workers

Hyunmi Park*

This study analyzed the influence of the family planning project at the
workplace conducted by the labor union in the 1970s on the consciousness
of female workers. Through this, we tried to understand the reality that, while
the gender wage gap, which was severe in the 1970s, was not resolved at
all, the maternity protection system was relatively improved.

In this regard, this study paid attention to the differences in the awareness
and response of female workers to the issue of gender pay discrimination
and maternity protection in the 1960s and 1970s. Furthermore, this study
sought to explain the difference in approaches to the two issues in that the
Federation of Korean Trade Unions and female workers have been working
to improve labor conditions on the premise of traditional gender norms.

For this purpose, this study analyzed the family planning project at the
workplace of the labor union, which was characterized as a gendered
guidance and enlightenment activity in the 1970s. As a result, it was
confirmed that the labor union’s family planning project has strengthened
the conservative female identity of female workers. On the other hand, it
was found that the participation of female workers in the union’s education
and public relations related to family planning served as an opportunity to
improve the awareness of women's rights such as maternity protection.

Through this, this thesis was able to understand the reality that women
in the 1970s did not properly raise the issue of discriminatory wages in the
union at the time despite the high unionization rate. Furthermore, it was
confirmed that the labor union had improved the maternity protection
system under the pretext of maternal and child health, second-generation
national fertility and caregivers.

The research method is literature research, and the core data are the
business report of the Federation of Trade Unions, the newspaper for family
planning, and the publications of family planning projects by the labor union
and the Labor Administration.

Keywords : Labor union, workplace family planning project, gender wage gap,

maternity protection, female workers, traditional gender role norms
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