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The EU approach to Gender Equality

Ladies and Gentleman, I am very happy to present the EU
approach to gender equadlity to such a distinguished audience.

Introduction

Gender equality is enshrined in the Treaties of the European Union as one of its core values and a
fundamental right.

In addition, a number of Treaty provisions pertaining to Gender Equality and non-discrimination on
the ground of sex have made it possible for the EU to adopt 15 pieces of EU legislation (known as
Directives) between 1975 and 2010 covering areas such as the equal treatment of men and women at
work, the prohibition of discrimination in social security schemes, minimum requirements on parental
leave or the protection to pregnant workers and recent mothers.

The Treaty also provides for positive action to (I quote) “make it easier for the underrepresented sex
to pursue a vocational activity or to prevent or compensate for disadvantages in professional careers.”

Moreover, the EU has created 2 European agencies, which monitor the situation and provides policy
recommendations, namely the Fundamental Rights Agency - based in Vienna - and the European
Institute for Gender Equality - based in Vilnius

The EU has made important achievements in fostering equality between women and men:

® The employment rate for women reached an all-time high level of 65.5% in 2016;

® The number of women graduating from universities, employed, active politically or holding board

member positions in European companies is higher than ever before;

e Social attitudes are beginning to change regarding the role of women in politics, in business

management, in the armed forces and intolerance of violence against women.

However, despite such significant progress, challenges still exist:

e Women's access to the labour market is not as high as that of men. The quality of employment
for many women, who make up the majority of part time workers is lower - lower in terms of
working conditions, pay and pensions and access to decision-making positions

® The gender pay gap is real - with men still earning 40% more than women, on average;

e Women are under-represented in decision making positions - with the number of women on

EUS| AMHE HzH(Policy on Gender Equality of the European Union) Q—@



company boards below 30% in most EU Member States;
e While some EU Member States have more than 40% female participation in politics, in others it
is less than 20% and some governments have no female Cabinet Ministers at all.

® Violence against women and girls remains a serious problem.

The five priority areas of the EU Strategic Framework
for Gender Equality

In order to address those outstanding issues, the EU has adopted a Strategic Framework for Gender

Equality for 2016-2019. It focusses on five priority areas.

The first priority is increasing female labour-market participation and the economic independence of

women and men.

The employment rate of women in the EU is at an all-time high of 65.5%, but is still much lower
than the 77% of men in employment.

A key obstacle preventing women from opportunities in the labour market are home and family care

responsibilities. Women on average carry out 22 hours of unpaid care work during the week compared
to an average of 10 for men. Often the unpaid work done by women is labour intensive and time
restricted, which affects their access to the labour market.

Policy initiatives aimed at increasing access to the labour market therefore focus on improving

work-life balance.

Projects in Italy, Austria and Poland have focussed on the implementation and impact of flexible
work arrangements in companies. For example, the Italian government carried out a test project in a
large company that encouraged use of parental leave by fathers and other forms of flexible working
arrangements for male workers. The results of the project in terms of employee well-being and
company performance were then made part of a special awareness campaign.

Another example is in Austria where the Family Time Bonus Act increases the amount of family

allowance paid to families who divide child care responsibilities equally between the mother and father.

The second objective in the current strategy is veducing the gender pay, earnings and pension gaps

and thus fighting poverty among women.



Inequalities in the labour market are also reflected in the gender pay gap. For every hour worked,
women earn on average 16.3% less than men.

The EU approaches the gender pay gap in a number of ways:

1. The principle of equal pay is contained in the EU treaties and in a law. EU law prohibits

discrimination on grounds of sex concerning aspects of remuneration or job classification.

2. The Commission encourages national authorities to use legislation on minimum wages. This can
have a positive effect given the proportion of women in low paid sectors. The public sector is a major
employer of women in certain sectors such as nursing and teaching. Wage levels in these sectors can

influence the gender pay gap.

3. The Commission promotes wage transparency and awareness to reduce the gender pay gap.

The European Commission has a tool box to assist national governments reduce the gender pay gap.
Its recommendations include:

o Allowing employees to request (gender de-segregated) information on pay levels, broken down by
gender, for categories of employees doing the same work or work of equal value;

® Regular reporting by employers on wage structures by category of employee or position, broken
down by gender;

e Pay audits in large companies;

¢ Including equal pay issues in collective bargaining.

An example of a project is the Spanish Women and Equal Opportunities Institute which developed a

tool in which information is used to illustrate the wage levels for different jobs. This allows the gender

pay gap in a particular organisation to be identified and recommendations developed on how to reduce it.

4. Education also offers an opportunity to counter socio-economic disparities and gender stereotypes.

Initiatives can be implemented to encourage girls to make career choices that direct them towards
higher paid professions.

The Italian government organises a month of activities each year that are aimed at encouraging more
girls to participate in science and technology by combatting gender stereotypes and discrimination in

schools.
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The third Objective in the current EU strategic framework is promoting equality between women and
men in decision-making.

European women remain under-represented in political and economic decision-making.

The number of women on the boards of the largest companies has actually increased in the European
Union. The 2016 figure of 23.9% of women on boards compared to 11.9% in 2010.

This illustrates the positive impact of legislative action to increase the number of women on company
boards. Since October 2010 the proportion of women on boards in countries with binding legislative
measures (Belgium, Germany, France and Italy) has risen by 23.8% compared to 7.6% in countries
without those measures.

The European Commission allocated €5 million to 23 projects to support governments, social
partners, business and NGOs in their efforts to improve the gender balance in economic positions at all
management levels.

One example of an EU funded project is the European Women on Boards’ network. This established
an online “Talent Pool” of women ready to fill transnational, non-executive director positions. The
network also runs a knowledge centre to provide resources and experience for boards that are seeking
to develop more diverse representation.

Most national parliaments do not reflect the diversity of the electorate. Although the proportion of
women members in single/lower houses of parliament increased from 21% to 28.7% between 2004 and
2016, the rate of progress is slow.

Strong political will and engagement by political parties is needed to put gender balance on the
political agenda and overcome remaining barriers to equal access to political positions.

Formal quotas are an effective way to accelerate the pace of progress and encourage political parties
to seek the participation of women.

A comprehensive strategy is needed with legislation where necessary. A broad range of actions might
include measures to reconcile family work and political life, changing political culture, overcoming

gender stereotypes of leadership and support / training for women candidates.

The fourth objective is combating gender-based violence and protecting and supporting victims.

In March 2014, the European Fundamental Rights Agency published a survey on violence against
women across the 28 Member States of the European Union (EU), based on interviews with 42,000
women across the EU. Women were asked about their experiences of physical, sexual and psychological
violence, including incidents of intimate partner violence (‘domestic violence’).

The results were quite shocking. Among women aged 15 and above,



1 in 3 women has experienced sexual violence, physical violence, or both (over 60 million

women);

1 in 3 has experienced psychologically abusive behaviour by an intimate partner (over 60 million

women);;

Over 1 in 2 (55%) have experienced sexual harassment (approx. 100 million women)

1 in 20 has been raped (approx. 10 million women).

The negative impact ranges from immediate physical or psychological injuries to long-term mental or
physical complications, including death.

That is why combating gender-based violence and protecting and supporting victims remains a
priority for the European Union. Its eradication requires greater efforts from all actors, including the
Member States, to improve data availability, quality and reliability, raise awareness, change attitudes,
prevent such violence, ensure better victim support and access to justice, and fully transpose and
implement relevant EU legislation.

The EU is focussing on the Council of Europe convention on preventing and combating violence
against women and domestic violence (Istanbul Convention). The EU is also currently studying the legal
impact of an accession in its own right.

The EU is also ensuring that the EU legislation on the rights of victims of violence and the laws on
European protection orders, in particular to ensure access to protection, are being properly enforced in
the Member States.

The EU is trying to further improve the availability, quality and reliability of data on gender-based
violence through cooperation with its statistical body (Eurostat), the European Institute for Gender
Equality and the Fundamental Rights Agency.

Last but not least, 2017 has been designated as the European year of focused actions to end all forms
of gender-based violence, in order to promote changes in attitudes and behaviour through
awareness-raising activities, including appropriate activities to mark the International Day of Zero
Tolerance for Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) (6 February) and the International Day for the

Elimination of Violence against Women (25 November);

Promoting gender equality and women's rights across the world

The EU wants a world where everyone is able to fulfil their potential and contribute to a more fair
and just society. The EU is committed to supporting other countries establish a more enabling
environment to achieve tangible improvements in gender equality.

Overall evidence shows that when women are given equal opportunities and access to resources and

EUS| AMHE HzH(Policy on Gender Equality of the European Union) Q—@



to decision-making, communities are more prosperous and peaceful.

An immediate task facing the European Union is ensuring the human rights of migrants arriving at
our borders. The proposed reform of the Common European Asylum System will see that migrant
women arriving in Europe will be provided with medical care, legal support, trauma counselling and

psycho-social care.

The European Commission will continue to monitor and make suggestions on the gender dimension

of legislation and policy to prevent and combat trafficking in human beings

External EU action will focus on assisting women and girls across the world who are excluded from
education, from equal access to health and family planning services, the labour market, as well as

political life while facing discriminatory rules and laws on inheritance, citizenship or land-ownership.

To ensure that assistance reaches the most vulnerable around the world, the Commission will
continue to systematically apply gender-sensitive approach to humanitarian aid.
The Commission will continue to lead the way on implementation of the UN Sustainable

Development Goals, including on Gender Equality.

Conclusions

I am aware that Korean women face challenges that are very similar to those European women have
to face to. Progress is very slow but society at large can only benefit from achieving gender equality.
That is the reason why men as well as women, in the European Union as well as in the Republic of
Korea need to pursue their efforts so that the diversity of talent, experience and expertise can turn our
societies into more prosperous and - hopefully - happier societies where men and women can live

harmoniously.

I thank you for your attention
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* Z2]: UNDP, "Human Development Report 2016, 4 A 773
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