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Abstract

Job-Based Receptivity to Women in Regional
Strategic-Industry Firms: The Relationship
between Institutional Environment and
Women’s Employment

Seonae, Kang*-Sonhyo, Park™*

This study conceptualizes job-based receptivity to women as the extent
to which firms perceive specific jobs as suitable for women and examines
its relationships with firm-level conditions, job characteristics, and
women’'s employment. Survey data from 300 strategic-industry firms in
Chungcheongbuk-do were transformed into 1,091 firm-job observations.
Multilevel ordered logistic and grouped-binomial models were applied.
The ESG and diversity awareness was positively associated with job-based
receptivity to women (8=.872, p=.006), whereas the formal provision of
flexible work arrangements and the actual use of flexible work and
family-support programs were not significantly associated with receptivity.
Compared with managerial, professional, and technical jobs, receptivity
was lower in social, health, and service jobs (8=-1.541, p<.001) and in
sales, production, and field-based jobs (8=-2.307, p<.001). Job-based
receptivity was also positively associated with women’s employment
(8=.996, p<.001); a one-point increase in receptivity was associated with
2.71 times higher odds of women's employment. These findings suggest
that women's employment conditions should be assessed not only by
firm-wide policies or the overall proportion of women employees, but
also by firms assessments of women's suitability for specific jobs and
women’s actual job placement. Because the data are cross-sectional, the
findings should be interpreted as associations rather than causal effects.

* First and Corresponding Author: Research Fellow, Chungbuk Women’'s Foundation
** Co-author: Visiting Associate Professor, Seoul National University of Science and
Technology
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