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Abstract

A Study of Women’s Motivation to Join the
Military

: Focused on Female Officers in the Army

Sun Woong Cho*

In this study, 11 female officers were interviewed to discover motivation
of women to join the military. The results of this study are as follows. First,
the motivation to join the military that women mentioned most frequently
is based on the quality of the military being “masculine.” The military,
which is known for high ratio of men, is the best place for women who are
curious and enjoy difficult challenge, to satisfy their desires. Second, an
important motivation to join the military is to contribute to the nation and
the common good. There are many cases of direct and indirect effects of
security incidents, and there was an appreciation of the value of a life that
contributes to the nation and common good over one that does not. Third,
there was a low influence of family and economics, and other motivations
were not found. The implications and policy proposalas are as follows.
First, we should develop a military can support motivation of women to
join. Second, it is predicted that motivation of women to join the military
will change as the ratio of women in the military increase. Third, it is
necessary to accumulate study results on women soldiers and to develop a
theoretical frame. This study has limitations in that the result can’t be
generalized, since it used the qualitative method. Nevertheless, this study
is important for discovering the motivation of women soldiers.

Keywords : Women Soldiers, Motivation to join the military,

“Masculine” Military
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