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Abstract

The Act on the Punishment of Crimes of
Domestic Violence on its 20th Anniversary :
Assessment and Future Issues

Bok-Soon, Park*

The year 2018 marks the 20th anniversary of the Act on the Punishment
of Crimes of Domestic Violence. For the past twenty years, the Act has
played a key role in leading Koreans to recognize domestic violence as a
crime and introducing various systems for the protection of victims. In the
process, it has encouraged central and local governments to take the lead
in punishing domestic abusers, protecting victims, and preventing family
violence. These are deemed to be significant achievements.

Over the past two decades, legal responses to family violence have been
made but have failed to stop domestic violence from occurring. Based on the
analysis of domestic violence-related precedents and recent discussions on
related legislation, this paper classifies future issues for the eradication of
family violence into ‘legislation’, ‘changes in the interpretation of laws’, and
‘improvements in the operation of legal systems’. As a result, it is found that
the government’s position that family violence should be strictly controlled
as a social issue, rather than a family matter, has not been effectively
reflected in the process of applying rules and regulations due to law
enforcement being based on personal opinions. This is believed to be mainly
attributed to the purpose of legislation that is to ensure family protection.

In conclusion, regarding domestic violence as a crime that violates
women’s human rights, legal systems should be revised to give top priority
to the protection of victims and family members’ rights. At the same time,
in connection therewith, training for changing the way citizens deal with
the issue should also be offered to promote desirable changes in the
application of the law.

Keywords : Domestic Violence, Spousal Violence, Domestic
Violence-Related laws, The Act on the Punishment of
Crimes of Domestic Violence, The Special Acts on
Domestic Violence, and Family Members
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