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Abstract

A life History Study On Understanding the Experience of
Divorce in Physically Disabled Women

Jung-Bin Yang, Mi-Jung Park

In this study, the authors analyzed interview data of 7 physically
disabled women based on a life history perspective to suggest practical
interventions for increasing social awareness of disabled women. Data
analysis used the analytic framework of Mandelbaum(1983) to describe
dimensions, turnings, and adaptations in the post divorce experience
of the participants. After the analysis, central themes in each domain
emerged as follows : children, religion, social welfare service system,
support group and education’ in dimensions, ‘deprivation and resignation,
hanging in there, self acceptance and search for my identity’ in turnings,
and ‘showing the rejected body, solidarity of community, improvement
of reality through my own body and pace’ in adaptations, respectively.
Based on the study results, several implications for disabled women
were discussed: speculation of a new understanding on to marriage
and divorce of physically disabled women, assignment of professional
workforce mediating their conflicts in the process of marriage and
divorce, activation of self-help groups in the community, build-up
of comprehensive social service system, and bill proposal supporting
for women with disabilities.

Key Words: physically disabled women, divorce, Mandelbaum's life
history





