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Abstract

Gender Division of Labour at Home among
Older Couples in South Korea*

Mi Young An™

This article examines gender division of labour among older couples in
South Korea. We drew 2,659 couples aged 60 and over from Time Use
Survey in 2014 to test time availability, absolute and relative income and
gender. Gender differences in domestic chores and care work are sig—
nificant; older women’s time spent on domestic chores is more than four
times larger than that of mens and older women spend twice more on
care work than male counterparts. Unlike previous studies which high-
lighted changes in time availability or gender ideology, this article sug—
gests that income matters for gender division of labour at home in old
age which effects are complex. Older women’s income not only reduces
unpaid work of their own but also their husbands’ unpaid work. By con-
trast, husband’s income does not make influence on the wifes time on
unpaid work. Nonetheless, relative income shows that Korean older
women do gender display that those economically more independent
spend no less time on domestic chores than wives more economically

dependent.
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