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Abstract

Reinterpretation of the Migration of North
Korean Women Defectors
: What is the Meaning as a Nomad?

Tae-wan Eom

This study aimed to reinterpret the migration of North Korean
women defectors and identify new meanings that North Korean
women defectors form in the South Korean society based on it. This
study was performed through phenomenological research method,
and this study’s participants were 9 North Korean women defectors
who had lived in China and South Korea more than three years
respectively. The result of this study is as below. First of all, this
study’s participants, as nomads, decided to escape for the revival of
life force and moved every country of Asia. In this category, the
themes based on the statement of this study’s participants are
‘everyday nose-ring’, ‘hopelessness’, ‘original desire of wander’, and
‘loss of human dignity’. In the second place, dynamic migration of
this study’s participants was the beginning of nomadic thinking and
change. That is, this study’s participants repeatedly changed their
values and ways of life. It became a lifestyle that enables to create
‘value as a nomad’. In this category, the statements of this study’s
participants were categorized into the themes of ‘recovery of nomad’,
‘creativity of nomad’ and ‘coexistence & integration of nomad’. In
this way, the researcher discussed the possibility of North Korean
women defectors in South Korean being able to create social value
rather than being social burdens.

Keywords : North Korean Women Defectors, Nomad, Migration,
Life Force, Value as a Nomad.





