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Abstract

The Phenomenology of the Graduate Student
Moms' Study-Childrearing Experiences in the
Research Universities in South Korea

Jeong-one Hannah Seo

Graduate student parents are a newly emerging population with the
increase of higher education for females; the time period for a female
to accumulate human capitals as the next generation of the academia
overlaps with the time period for reproduction. Graduate student moms
are in charge of both tasks as a graduate student and a mother at the
same time. However, the government and the higher educational
institutions are not equipped with the supportive policies and programs
for them to help keeping the balance between the different tasks in the
academia and home. Therefore, the mothers are under the circumstance
of having a lack of understanding from the colleagues and their
supervisors. And, they are having a difficulty handling different time
schedules of daycare and the graduate school programs. Besides, student
moms are marginalized on campus where maternity and gender
performances are not considered. Also, their existential distresses, the
insecure feeling of not-belonging either group, are reported to have been
caused by their financial helplessness, dual duties, and the isolation from
the institution.

key words : graduate student others, study-child rearing, phenomenological
study



