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Abstract

Qualitative Study on Business Closure of
Low-income Female Single-parent
Householder

Yim EunEui® - Im Yujin®™* - Park Hyun Jung™**

This study aimed to understand causes and meanings of business
closure in depth, targeting low-income female single-parent
householders who have closed their own businesses, which these
low-income female single-parent householders have once gone through.
In order to achieve the research goal, the study deliberately selected
a total of five female single-parent householders who have gone out of
business after the business start-up, and gathered data and references
via verbal interviews with the research participants. The data and
references were analyzed by a narrative inquiry method designed by
Connelly and Clandinin (1991). Each of the research participants turned
out that they had different causes for the business closure depending
on personal reasons or environments but still, in general, it was learned
that the business closure is a result of chain reactions of all those
domino-complex incidents. The research participants, back then, were
striving hard to survive the difficulties all by themselves but in the end,
for not having any particular systems or supports to help them out,
they had to close the business. Through the narrative's restorytelling
process, the research participants were able to take a new look at their
lives since the tragic feelings caused by the business closure, and they
confessed that even though they has failed, it was a good chance for
them to have positive ideas about going into business. They added that
they were able to find their own ways working most favorably for
themselves when they try to have a private business and that they came

* Agsistant Professor, Dept. of Social Welfare, Far East University
#* Ph, D. Candidate, Dept. of Social Welfare, Ewha Womans University
wxx Agsistant Professor, Dept. of Social Welfare, Seoul Christian University
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to have this ability to distinguish what they are actually capable of from
what they should get help from anywhere. In the light of what the
study has learned from the stories of the research participants, the study
proposed guidelines practical enough to prevent the female single-parent
householders from the business closure, helping them minimize damages
in the process of the closure.

Key words : Female single-parent householder, Business start-up, Business
closure, Causes for business closure, Narrative inquiry



