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Abstract

The Discrimination Experience Process of North Korean
Women refugees in South Korea

Young-A Cho
Sangji University

This study examined the discrimination experience process for
North Korean women defectors in South Korea. Twelve North
Korean women refugees who experienced discrimination after 2years
residing in South Korea were interviewed and their answers were
analyzed using grounded theory by Strauss & Corbin(1998). As the
result, the collected data rendered 130 concepts and 55 sub-categories
which was deduced to 26 categories. The following are the key categories
resulted by the paradigm axial coding. The central phenomenon were
feeling of being neglected and growing pent-up anger. The casual
conditions were social-relational exclusion, downright insult, and
employment inequality. The context conditions were high psychological
distress, high mutual prejudice, socio-cultural difference, hostile
relationship with the North, and social competition relationship. The
Action/ Interaction strategies were enduring, asserting changing the
thought, endeavoring, controling the level of openness. and getting
support. The end result were getting positive to discrimination, getting
negative to discrimination, being stronger, increase of North Korean
identity, and lost of trust for South Korean. By carrying out the course
analysis through the paradigm, five stages of discrimination experience
were identified: discrimination awareness, contempt and pent up anger,
endurance and inner effort, communication and external coping, and
change and prevention. The core category ' Making a way with bearing
contempt and improving injustices’ were deduced from the data. Finally,
implications and suggestions for discrimination toward North Korean
women and further study were discussed.

Key Words: North Korea women refugee, discrimination



