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Abstract

A Study on the Gender Equality Policy
of China in the Reform Era*

Jeong Joon-Ho**

From the early stages of its foundation, the Chinese Communist
Party used a strategy of feminine liberation to gain momentum for the
cause of overcoming the feudal system. Since the establishment of New
China, the Chinese Communist Party and government strengthened its
institutional effort to achieve gender equality. However, the Cultural
Revolution in 1966 caused a marked decrease in gender equality.

As the Cultural Revolution ended and reforms began leading to the
opening-up of China, the Chinese government has successfully broken
out of the decline of gender equality and has seen the dawn of a new stage.
Internally, the continued growth of the Chinese economy due to changes
in social structure has brought a rise of women’s status with a growing
social demand for gender equality. Externally, at the United Nations’
Beijing Fourth World Women’s Conference, in September 1995, the
Chinese government declared China’s foundational national policy of
gender equality, which makes the development of gender equality a very
high priority.

Based on the analysis of the characteristics of the national gender
equality policy, institutional changes, and the implementation of the
policy, this article concludes that since the reform and opening-up of
China with the promotion of gender equality, the functions and authority
of the Agency responsible for these social values have been strengthened

* This work was supported by the research grant of the Seoul Digital University in
2010
wk Assistant Professor, Dept. of Law & Administration, Seoul Digital University



through the enactment of the policy and related legislation, the level of
gender equality has continually improved at the institutional level.
However, the transition to the socialist market economic system led to
violations of women’s economic rights and reduced social security level
for women. In order to promote gender mainstreaming throughout all
levels of government, the implementation of the gender budgeting and
accurate gender statistics along with more effective social awareness
about gender equality is necessary.

Key words: China, Reform and Opening-up, Gender Equality,
Foundational National Policy, Gender Mainstreaming






