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Abstract

Development of an Acculturation Scale for
Female Marriage Immigrants in Korea*

Kim Yoen-Soo**

This study aimed to develop an acculturation scale for female
marriage immigrants living in Korea. Acculturation is defined as a
construct which has two independent dimension: 'adaptation to the
mainstream's culture' and 'maintenance of mother culture' in terms of
bi-dimensional acculturation model. Based on this conceptualization,
literature review, focus group interview with female marriage
immigrants, consultation from professionals of multi-cultural study, and
a survey using a purposive sampling in Seoul, Kyeonggi, and
Chungcheong area were conducted for the development of the scale. In
total 554 female marriage immigrants data were analysed. As a result of
an exploratory factor analysis, 6 factors were revealed in 'adaptation to
Korean culture scale' and 'maintenance of mother culture scale'
respectively. "Adaptation to Korean culture scale' was consisted of 26
items and 6 factors were as follows: social interaction with Koreans, using
and understanding of Korean language, understanding of Korean
tradition and custom, preference for Korean mass-media, Korean
identity, and preference for Korean food. These factors showed 66.8%
explanatory power and the scale had Cronbach's alpha .93 in a reliability
test. 'Maintenance of mother culture scale' was consisted of 19 items and
6 factors were as follows: preference for mother country's food, social

interaction with people from mother country, using mother tongue,

* This work was supported by the Korea Research Foundation Grant funded by the
Korean Government (KRF-2009-332-B00302).
#x Assistant professor, Division of Social Welfare, Baekseok University
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mother country's identity, maintenance of mother country's tradition,
and preference for mother country's mass-media. These factors showed
67.1% explanatory power and Cronbach's alpha .87 in reliability test.
Also, these two scales revealed proper validity in terms of additional
validity test. Based on these findings, implications and limitations of the

study were discussed.

Key words: Acculturation, Acculturation Scale, Female Marriage
Immigrant, Adaptation to Korean Culture, Maintenance
of Mother Culture



