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Abstract

An exploratory study on intention to quit
among highly-educated women scientists
& engineers

Lee Hei-sook* - Park Young-il** * Son Ju-Yeon*** + Moon Mi-Ok****

In this research we investigate the following questions: What are the
differences between two groups of women in sciences and engineering
who consider to break their professional careers and not to break? The
research further is done what are the most serious obstacles for them to
leave their jobs?

To answer these questions survey focused on highly-educated
women scientists and engineers was conducted and logistic analysis has
been employed.

The survey was conducted from July to September 2011 and 251
responses were used for our analysis.

Our analysis showed that 62.8%(n=158) of total respondents
considered to leave their job and their main reason was 'childbirth and
child care burden'. Those who had intention to quit the jobs replied that
they had difficulties in balancing work and family responsibilities, had
more stress from personal relations in a company and bigger fear about
their future.

Logistic analysis showed that respondents with preschool children
were likely to retire more than those without preschool children. Also the

* Professor, Ewha womans university (hsllee@ewha.ac.kr)
#*% Professor, Ewha womans university
wk% Researcher, Korean Federation of Science and Technology Societies
s#xx% (General manager, Center for women in science, engineering and technology
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bigger anxiety for future career and a conflict in workplace with
interpersonal relationships they have, the higher probability they leave
the jobs.

Key words: women scientists & engineers, highly-educated women,
turnover intention, intention to quit, career break, child
care, work-family conflict
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