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Research on
Employment Typology of Woman
Immigrant Spouses in Korea

Suh Young Jang™ - Romee Lee®™* * In Ja Jang™® **

This empirical research aims to elicit employment typology of
woman immigrant spouses in Korea. It intends to provide the
understanding of the diversities of woman immigrant spouses as
job-seekers in the Korean labor market. Qualitative data were collected
through semi-structured interviews. Forty woman immigrant spouses
who have various work experiences were recruited and interviewed
regarding their personal backgrounds, types of marriage, types of human
resources, and the motives for seeking employment. Data were
transcribed and analyzed to draw the major factors that influence their
employment, which primarily serve as criteria categorizing the
participants. Constant comparative method was used to analyze their
employment-related histories, which enabled to reorganize, elaborate
and finalize the typology that differentiate one from another.

The results demonstrate major factors that influence on
categorizing woman immigrant spouses. The factors are: level of
education, financial difficulties experienced in the homeland, economic
situation of family, types of marriage, language proficiency, previous
work experiences, level of will for employment, types of job they seek for
and motives for employment. As a result, participants were classified into
eight different types of job-seekers - the types of: 1) work-orientation 2)
homeland family support 3) economic independence 4) urgent economic
hardship 5) transnational entrepreneurship 6) multicultural service 7)
utilization of previous careers and 8) postponed employment. By
shedding light on the distinctive characteristics and patterns featured in

* Korea Employment Information Service
=+ Kyungin Women's College
w#% Yonsel University
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this elicited typology, this research results imply that woman immigrant
spouses cannot be categorized into one single group of job-seekers but
multiple groups with diverse competencies, conditions and willpower for
employment. Accordingly, different approaches for their employment
support are needed. In this regard, several suggestions for policymakers
in supporting employment of woman immigrant spouses were

presented.

Key words: Woman Immigrant Spouse, Employment typology,
Employment
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