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Factors Affecting the Inclination to Divorce With

Respect to the Causes of Divorce: A Comparison of
Male and Female Models

Lee, Myung Shin (Dept. of Social Welfare, GyungSang Univ.)
Kim, YuSoon((Dept. of Social Welfare, SungKongHoe Univ.)

This study aims to find out the factors that affect the inclination to divorce
with respect to the causes of divorce, and to compare factors that affect
women’s inclination to divorce with that of men.For this purpose a
hypothetical model explaining the effects of socio-demographic factors
(including life cycle), economic power, marital relationship, socio-structural
factors, and the difficulties related to divorce, shows there are nine major
factors that cause the inclination to divorce. The nine causes of divorce were
extramarital affairs, maltreatment, violence, sexual problems, lack of economic
ability, problematic behavior, problems with in-laws, conflicts & disagreement,
and discontentment.

Using data collected from 480 men and women from the general Korean
population, the hypothetical models were tested concerning the inclination to
divorce with respect to the nine causes of divorce. For data analyses,
hierarchical regression analyses were used.

As a result of this study, the following results were found. Men’s higher
levels of education decreased the inclination to divorce in the cases of four of
the divorce causes (extramarital affairs, violence, sexual problems, and
problematic behavior) and men’s exposure to divorce also decreased the
inclination to divorce in the cases of five divorce causes (maltreatment,
violence, sexual problems, conflicts & disagreement, and discontentment).

Women’s employment status increased the inclination to divorce concerning
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problems with in-laws. When women have a pension, the inclination to
divorce in the cases of four divorce causes (maltreatment, problematic
behavior, conflicts & disagreement, and discontentment) was increased.
Distance between spouses increased both men’s and women’s divorce
inclination in the cases of four divorce causes (sexual problems, problems
with in-laws, conflicts & disagreement, and discontentment). The difficulties
related to divorce increasedboth men’s and women’s inclination to divorce due
to the diverse causes of divorce. On the other hand, socio-cultural factors had
little impact on the inclination to divorce with respect to the causes of
divorce.

Based on the findings pre-divorce counseling, legal education, marital
therapy and divorce mediation service, as well as reforming divorce laws &
pension plans, were suggested in order to prevent divorce and to meet the

needs of divorcing couples.

Key words: inclination to divorce with respect to the causes of divorce,
women's economic power, marital dissatisfaction, marital distance,
exposure to divorce, knowledge of divorce law, unfairness of the asset

division law, difficulties related to divorce



