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An Analysis of Women's Education Experience
in the North Korea Education System

Jaehee Ahn* - Moosook Min**

This paper is to analyze gender equality represented by official education
object of North Korea, then to discuss how women of North Korea accept it. For
this study, we interviewed 23 North Korea women that have lived in South
Korea since 1995. The results show that the women education of North Korea
was constituted by the male-oriented social structure and consciousness. The
major findings were discussed in three parts.

First, even though gender segregation didn’t appear during the compulsory
education period, the equality of education opportunity was not realized
completely in the higher education and the social education stages. The higher
education opportunity was divided partially by class, gender and region.
Therefore, women who lived in rural and were a low social class had a difficulty
in entering the university. Also, most of the women were hard to take the social
education because of the male-oriented curriculum and time table. Second, gender
stereotyped metaphor appeared in the curriculum, the textbook and the school
activity. The official knowledge and the teachers strongly encouraged women to
be the traditional female that devoted herself for her son and husband as well as
the aggressive socialist fighter. Student activity was divided by sex too. For
example, boy students acted in the important position in school life, on the other
side, girl students did the subsidiary position. Third, we don’t definitely state that
the social labor participation of women results in gender equality as North Korea

education asserts. Even if women got the same education process and college

* ph.D Lecturer, Sookmyung University
= Fellow, KWDI



diploma as men did, their ability was underestimated by the patriarchy and the
contradictory femininity. So they were hard to get the upper and important social
position. Namely, this sex roles division manifested in women education of North
Korea affected strongly women’s social position and role

The interesting point in this study is that this gender stereotyped ideology
appeared as a deep care for women in the North Korea education. However, it is
another gender discrimination to impose the gender stereotyped social role and
consciousness to women irrespective of their will. So we need to inquire into the
gender equality of North Korea education not only in the quantitative aspects but

also in the qualitative aspects.



