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The Future of Socialization of Childcare in
Japan : Transitions in Family Day Care Policies

Soma Naoko*

This study examines the discourses of family day care policies and family
day care providers in Setagaya, Tokyo, from a gender perspective.

The study points out that in the policy, family day care has primarily been
regarded as a job available for people who have experience in being a
“mother,” but recently is also regarded as a job for business. Family day care
providers’ position themselves as “experienced mothers,” but it was found that
they also felt that they were not just volunteers and should possess expertise.

With family day care policies and care providers in transition, the
reconsideration of its expertise, gender neutral labor conditions and
qualifications are necessary from a view that the family day care policy is a
resource of childcare necessary for the growth of children and the parents. If
we don’t cause a drastic reform of family day care policy now, the

feminization of childcare in the local community will progress further.

* University of Tokyo Graduate School of Art and Sciences Advanced Social and
International Sstudies






