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A Study on the Factors Affected the Legislation of
the Sex Trafficking Prevention Act Focusing on
the Governance Perspective and the Role of Women
NGOs

Hyeran Oh*

A serial fire broken out in the sex trafficking district in Gunsan in 2000
raised the public consciousness against sex trafficking in Korea.  This incident
was an incentive to the legidation of the Sex Trafficking Prevention Act

This study examined what factors affected the passing of the bill, which
semed almost impossible at time of its suggestion.  The results show that
many factors worked together to create a synergistic effect for the legidation
of the Act (1) the pressure and the initiative of women's organizations, and
appropriate use of public opinion, (2) the women's networking in higher levd
at the parliament and the govermment, (3) the will of the lavmakers and the
importance of their committee, and (4) the investigation of the bill and
uggestions of the women's committee. Had these factors not worked together,
the Act could not have been made in Korean atmosphere.

Among these factors, the effort of women's organizations waes the greatest.
The strong intervention of women's organizations in the legidation of the Act
shows that NGO govemance and gender govemance can be successfully
introduced in national policy-makingprocess. This case makes a model of
successful gender govermance through the partnership between the govemment
and Women NGO's in Korea.

* Sookmyung Womens University



