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Integrating the Gender Perspective Into Family Policy :
A Study on the Care Policy in Western Welfare States

Hyekyung Kim *

This study examines the ways in which the gender perspectives are integrated
in the family policy of western welfare state and tries to search for the ways the
family policy in Korea should take on, focussing on the feminist discourses on
the welfare state types.

The recent feminist discourses on the welfare policy have tried to broaden the
conceptual scope of the citizenship and the nature of the beneficiaries in the
social welfare system. They have argued that the application of the social welfare
system should be based on the contribution not only by the wage labor but also
by the caring work of women.

This study tried to understand the role of the state from a gender perspective,
reviewing the transformative process of the western welfare state. The
globalization proess and the change of family patterns have made the dual-earner
system of the family in more common. Under this condition the state has applied
the gender-related policy either focussing the role of women on carer or on
worker. Therefore, this study reviews three countries which represent different
types of gender policy regime. Those countries include as follows : Germany with
male-breadwinner model which emphasized the women’s caring role, and U.S.
with the dual-earner model which stressed the women’s labor market
participation, and lastly, France in the middle between U.S. and Germany. Based
on the review of the caring policies of three countries and the feminist critics on
them, this study identifies dilemma of securing both rights for women, namely
the right of carer and that of the worker, but also stresses the importance of
compatibility of the rights.

* Fellow, KWDI



