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According to the Human Development Report released by United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) in 2002, Korea’s Human Development
Index (HDI) ranks the 27thamong 162 countries in the world. Gender
Development Index (GDI) takes the 29th place among 146 countries and
Gender Empowerment Measures (GEM) holds the 16thamong 64 countries.
Such revelations show us that even though Korea is very close to the level of
advanced countries in terms of human development in both men and women
with the improvement of women’s education, it still lags behind in the process
of gender empowerment now. Considering female lawmaker’s ratio in the
National Assembly can be used as the best GEM, Korea’s marks a poor
performance: as of April in 2003, Korea ranks the 100th among 181 countries
in this race with accounting for 6.2%, or 17 female lawmakers in the National
Assembly. In addition, femalelocal governors are only two, accounting for
0.9% with 63 female members of local government committees (9.2%) and 77
female members of district government committees (2.2%) working currently.

Women’s poor participation in the political field can be attributed to an

1) This thesis is modified one of “Challenges in Policy in Education Women Expert:
Focusing on the Field of Politics and Administration”, presented to the Korea Research in
2000 (Main researcher: 7% (Korean Women’s Development Institute’ Research
Fellow), Co-researcher: T1¥<% (Korean Women’s Development Institute’s Research
Fellow), 23| (Korean Women’s Development Institute’s Research Fellow), and 7131
(Sangmyung University, Professor)
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attitude of regarding the politics as men’s domain, costly election campaign,
negligent party-support for female candidates, and women’s passivity. In other
countries, however, an effort to improving women’s participation in political
sphere has been spotlighted.

Recently, the Political Party Law in Korea also introduced a quota system
for equal participation with aim to improving women’s political influences.
However, more efforts are needed for further development especially in
cooperation with parties, government and women’s organizations. More
specifically, we would like to suggest the following challenges for active
women’s participation in political sphere: First, electoral district system should
be reformed in order to eradicate local antagonisms and women’s
disadvantageous status (for National Assembly and local government
committees, major constituency system and party list system of proportional
representation should be adopted, and for district government committees, with
binding two districts into one constituency, one female and one male
candidates should be elected). Second, the Political Party Act should stipulate
that parties violating quota system shall be faced 50% slash of subsidy and
parties having over 30% female members shall be given incentives. Third,
political funding organizations for women’s representative powers within
parties should be encouraged. Fourth, women’s voice during preliminary
election is essential. For this, 1) the voice should be heard in preliminary
elections both for presidents and local governors, 2) central party office should
establish nominee-selecting deliberate councils and adopt multi-nominating
systems, and 3) quota system for posts in the party should be introduced.
Fifth, special emphasis should be put to, for training woman leaders in
politics, establishing comprehensive programs and human resources bank for it.
Sixth, gender equality watchdog office under the umbrella of the Prime
Minister should be set. Lastly, the strong networks between female candidates

and social organizations should be recommended.



For example, the Social Democratic Party in Sweden makes it compulsoryto
assign at least 50% of slot to female candidates and plays a leading role in
education for the future female leaders in politics. In particular, in France, a
bill had been introduced in the parliament to ensure a half-and-half
nomination for equal participation on both genders and passed in 2000. Under
this resolution, any party violating it should be faced the 50% slash of
subsidy. Such action surely came from the awareness that without women’s
participation, further national development cannot be possible. The Labor Party

in Great Britain also has a similar quota system.



