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Policing D omestic Violence in South Korea
Myunghui Joo

Police officers have been accused of being reluctant to use
enforcement in domestic violence. The police in South Korea are not
the exceptions to this claim. The survey results may be evidence that
‘policing domestic violence’ has not been successful in changing the
attitude of police officers in South Korea. The police officers think that
the good of the ‘family’ should be considered before punishing the
‘offender.” They have an attitude of non-intervention in cases of minor
disputes. When they make a decision to arrest in domestic violence
cases, they respect the victim’s opinion, but it seems obvious that they
do not fully understand victim’s structural vulnerability. The policies
and the law are not sufficiently supportive in handling domestic
violence cases. Here, I suggest that introducing a mandatory arrest
policy could be an answer to such ‘ineffective policing of domestic

violence in South Korea.’

Key words: domestic violence, Police, policy, mandatory arrest

policy



