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Study on Female Participants’ Experiences
in Self-sufficient Communities

Jungim Hwang™

Chiseon Song"< *

A self-sufficient community is the final stage in a Self-Support
System and an alternative job opportunity for recipients of welfare. This
study intends to reinvestigate the actual conditions and experiences of
women in self-sufficient communities. Nineteen women were interviewed
through a self-support promotion agency, and 17 of the interviews
were analyzed.

The majority of female participants in self-sufficient communities
considered a job in a self-sufficient community as bona fide employment
and worked diligently to earn a living for their livelihood. However,
positions in self-sufficient communities are low-paying jobs, and
income through such positions is insufficient for basic living standards.
As well, the jobs are unstable and the experiences of the female
participants of self-sufficient communities varied with the type of
community. Therefore, it is important to offer jobs suitable for
women, allowing for different types of self-sufficient communities.
Besides this, it is necessary to support various social services and

programs to assist them in balancing a career and raising children.

Key words: self-support, self-sufficient

* Fellow, KWDI
** Researcher, KWDI
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