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A Study of the Necessity for Integrating Gender
Approach with the Elderly

Park, Ki-Nam (Lecturer, The Hallym Univ.)

This research tries to understand the gender differences among the elderly.
Elderly people have experienced different life courses according to their
gender. Life experiences and conditions between the two genders have had
significant effects on the life satisfaction of elderly people. Sampling research
has been conducted on a total of 1,767 elderly people living in Seoul (a large
city) and Chuncheon (a medium sized city). Based on our research data,
multiple regression analysis on two areas was tried withvariables that affect
life satisfaction. According to our results, meaningful factors influencing the
life satisfaction of elderly females were relatively simple when compared with
elderly males. Health condition, proximity to health related institutions,and
subjective class affiliation were found to be positively affecting the life
satisfaction of the female elderly. In the case of Chuncheon elderly females,
proximity to welfare institutions was important, however among Seoul elderly
females, educationallevel was important. In contrast health condition, proximity
to health related institutions, existence of their spouses, frequency of telephone
calls with their children, and relations with their friends and neighbors were
important among the male elderly. This finding is significantly different from
common thought that elderly females are economically and psychologically
dependent on their spouses and children. On the contrary, elderly males were
found to be more dependent on their families and neighbors.This suggests that
elderly females are situated in a more difficult situation in order to secure

their basic health and economic conditions. We may need gender sensitive



policy measures in order to implement an effective welfare system for the

elderly.

key words : elderly, gender approach, life satisfaction, gender difference,

regional difference



