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Abstract

A study on health conditions of the
elderly women and policy agena at the
times of reaching up to 100 years old

Young—-Taek Kim
Dong-Sik Kim
Chi—-Seon Song
Jin-Joo Chung

This study has the purpose of analyzing health conditions of the elderly
women when we are facing times of reaching up to 100 years old. The
background for this analysis is based upon the theory of women’s health.
The essence of the theory is that women’s health should be seen by a
gender perspective which could dictate that biological aspects and
socio-environmental aspects should be integrated in deciding causes of
women'’s health. Along with the theory, this study is focused on proving
‘differential exposure hypothesis’. The hypothesis is that women can be
different from men when social risky factors affect health conditions. For
example, the economic crisis since 1988 in Korea can influence social
locations of men and female. However, different social positions of men

and female before the economic crisis differently affect them when the




economic crisis has influenced them. As a result, health conditions between
men and female are also different. In that perspective, this study tries to
prove that health conditions of elderly women are more likely to be
negatively affected than elderly men due to the economic crisis. The
method of the study analyzed the existing data including a cross-sectional
data and a panel data. Also, this study used an in-depth study in
interviewing the elderly women to overcome the limitations of the
quantitative analysis. For speaking the results of this study, this study found
that the elderly women'’s health condition was more worse than the elderly
men’s health condition. Also, this study found that health conditions of
elderly women were more likely to be negatively affected than those of
elderly men, when social risky factors such as the economic crisis affected
the elderly men and women.
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