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Abstract

Research on the Life-Worlds of
Grandparents—grandchildren
Households and policy Implications

Hye-Young Kim
Eun-Ji Kim
In-Hee Choi
Young-ran Kim

Given the increase in family diversity through changes in family
value and family structure, the number of grandparents who are the
primary caretakers of their grandchildren (hereafter *“grandparent(s)-
grandchild(ren) household”) has been steadily increasing. Yet, few
research on grandparent(s)-grandchild(ren) household have utilized
nationally representative samples to identify the characteristics of such
families and their needs. Likewise, systematic support systems for
grandparent(s)-grandchild(ren) households have been sparsely
developed. Therefore, this study analyzes life worlds of grandparent(s)-
grandchild(ren) households by investigating the characteristics of




grandparents and grandchildren and compares such characteristics with
those of more traditional families where both parents raise their
children and those where single parents raise their children, using
national level data.

According to the 2005 Population and Housing Census data, the
characteristics of grandparent(s)-grandchild(ren) households are as
follows: there are about 65,000 grandparent(s)-grandchild(ren) households,
which comprises about 0.4% of the total population in Korea, and the
average number of children raised by grandparent(s) per household is
less than the average number of children raised by both parents
households and single parent households. The mean age of children
raised by grandparents tended to be older than that of children raised
by both parents. Approximately 57.9% of grandparents who raised their
grandchildren lived together with their spouses. In terms of
grandparent’s age, about 53.7% of grandparents who raised their
grandchildren were in their 60s, and 38.6% of them were in their 70s,
and about 4.6% of them were in their 80s. About 1 out of 3
grandparents had disabilities and about 1 out of 5 grandparents had
limitations with daily activities, and about 29% of grandparents responded
that they had at least one or more physical/mental disability.

About 26.5% of grandparents of grandparent(s)-grandchild(ren)
households were in the labor force, and the majority of them were
employed in agriculture, forestry and fisheries. With regard to income,
the major source of income among grandparent(s)-grandchild(ren)
households was personal transfer, and the level of household income
among them was lower than that of single parent households. In
regard to increasing the number of policy beneficiaries, we have




estimated the number of potential recipients: the number of
grandparent(s)-grandchild(ren) households who are under the 100% of
national minimum standards are 64.9%, and those who are under the
100-130% of national minimum standards are 18.6%, and those who
are above 130% of national minimum standards are 16.5%.

The caring of preschoolers is predominantly conducted by
grandparents, and grandparents are the major care providers for the
afterschool care of grandchildren at the elementary school level,
showing a stark contrast to other types of families who utilizes
extra-curricular activities such as private lessons for afterschool care.
In addition, many grandparents expressed their concerns and difficulties
as a major caregiver, especially in the areas of guidance and tutoring
in their grandchildren’s education, developing communication skills with
their grandchildren, and building a sound emotional relationship with
them.

With regard to academic achievement, children from grandparent(s)-
grandchild(ren) households have lower educational attainment in terms
of being less likely to obtain an advanced degree. In addition, the
2010 National Survey of Youth Risk Behaviors data produced by the
Korea Youth Counseling Institute shows that adolescents from
grandparent(s)-grandchild(ren) households were more likely to have a
higher level of depression and anxiety, and were likely to show more
aggressiveness, compulsiveness, and carelessness compared to
adolescents from single parent households. Likewise, adolescents from
grandparent(s)-grandchild(ren) households were more likely to have
friends with anti-social characteristics, and more likely to be exposed

to noxious environments such as harmful online content and internet




addiction as compared to other adolescents.

As shown, grandparent(s)-grandchild(ren) households have lower
levels of income and poor health, as well as being more likely to be
open to negative environmental factors that hinder educational
development. Thus, developing comprehensive and integrative policy
instruments for grandparent(s)-grandchild(ren) households is imperative.
Yet, currently we do not have comprehensive support systems that
are specifically designed to meet their needs. Although both
grandparents and grandchildren are able to receive support from
aging, child care, and low-income family care policies, such support is
neither integrative nor comprehensive. In particular, most policies are
designed to support families with low incomes; the majority of policy
instruments are geared toward economic support with limited child
care support, health care support, and assistance with house chores.

In order to effectively support grandparent(s)-grandchild(ren)
households the following policy instruments are required to
comprehensively address their specific needs: (1) strengthening the
income support policy for them, (2) increasing the hands-on care
system for them (e.g., help with household chores, delivery of meals)
and the opportunity of learning childcare skills(e.g., educational
programs) that may decrease the caregiving burden of grandparents
and advance grandchildren’s educational attainments, (3) bolstering the
public health support system to improve well-being of grandparent(s)-
grandchild(ren) households, (4) increasing emotional support programs
that are designed to improve family relations and intergenerational
cohesion between grandparents and grandchildren, as well as
supporting self-support groups, (5) providing information on available




services and assisting grandparents in gaining access to such services,
and (6) strengthening legal and institutional support for them.
Particularly, amendments of law and/or bills should contain the
following items: rationalization of childcare expenses, increase in the
amount of health care fees, establishment and operation of herb
institutions to provide comprehensive support for grandparent(s)
-grandchild(ren) households.
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