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Abstract

Measures to Expand Female
Employment in Accordance with the
Cooperatives Act

Eun-Jin Oh
Bok-Tae Kim
Nan-Jue Kim

The need for a Framework Act on Cooperatives have been in consensus
and under discussion since the 1980s, though its concrete legislation were
met with limitations. However, the 2008 financial crisis saw an increased
consensus on the need to invigorate the cooperatives as well as the
limitations of an individual legislative system. This led to research and
legislative proceedings for a Framework Act and in December 2011, the

‘Framework Act on Cooperatives’ was passed by the plenary session of
the National Assembly to come into effect from December 1st, 2012. The
enforcement of the new Framework Act predicts invigorated
establishments of cooperatives with high expectations of job creation,
expecially since it facilitates start-ups of diverse and creative small
businesses.




This research will define cooperatives and its general role, as well as
examining its current relevant laws and the policy issues related to female
employment. We hope to deduct recommendations for the development of
Korea’ s cooperatives through case analysis on both domestic and
international cooperatives. Moreover, by exploring the current cooperatives
or the possibility of cooperatives (social cooperatives) in areas such as
Care, Arts and Culture, Education Services and more, this research
uncovers possible issues and policy challenges for the near future.

The results of this research predicts that cooperatives will contribute to
job stability in relation to female employment. It also predicts that it will
play a certain part in contributing to job creation; the cooperatives
method facilitates easier start-ups of small businesses, which entails
increased employment. The increased employment and job stability from
increased start-ups of small businesses will then contribute in shifting the
economically non-active population, the majority of which are women, to
the economically active population. Therefore, cooperatives can contribute
a certain part in increasing female employment by invigorating the local
economy.

We also advice the following policies with the implementation of the
Framework Act: First, strengthen training and consultations to aide
understanding of cooperatives through a short-term policy; Second,
prepare a support system for the establishment of cooperatives; Third,
allow flexibility on licensing social cooperatives and expand the public
services market.




Suggestions for long-term policy are as follows. First, public education
on cooperatives should be considered. Second, there is a need to lay a
favorable institutional foundation in enterprise support policies for
employment buy-out. Third is the support for consulting work of the
cooperative federation for the empowerment of their main bodies.
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