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(# 2) A=2 022X} XIE AME Has

(1 7HA)
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Ol=2XAA 10 12 18 20 25
NE2XSSEa7rd 5 9 9 16 15

<EA: A 7FEE(2008), FHEEA DA, pp.10>

DIZZE 220}= o159 v @



(H 3) 022X AME &
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RN AN S +=E2H QA
1996 8 1,028 1,007 174 1,181
1997 8 1,162 1,133 203 1,336
1998 8 1,526 1,481 248 1,729
1999 8 1,435 1,450 233 1,683
2000 8 1,273 1,293 213 1,506
2001 8 1,588 1,685 216 1,801
2002 8 1,673 1,648 242 1,890
2003 10 1,940 1,942 304 2,246
2004 11 1,620 1,626 293 1,919
2005 18 2,123 2,093 349 2,442
2006 20 1,920 1,903 340 2,243
2007 25 2,161 2,099 405 2,504
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(89 7H)
A e JREA | FED K | BeRid 2K | SR
A 15,887,128 1,369,943 1,083,020 286,923
A E 1,832,308 501,095 427,209 73,886
20054 i 11,120,410 327,864 263,716 64,148
o = 904,154 398,532 258,861 139,671
o = 2,030,256 142,452 133,234 9,218
A 14,311,807 1,123,854 903,857 219,997
At & 1,561,841 502,284 438,226 64,058
2000 FH 2 10,739,411 252,917 194,690 58,227
o 2 552,720 245,987 163,177 92,810
] e 1,457,155 122,666 117,764 4,902
A 12,958,181 969,972 787,574 172,398
At & 1,407,557 526,320 458,298 68,022
19954 i 10,060,042 216,067 165,401 50,666
o 2 277,798 123,969 72,889 51,080
] e 1,212,746 93,616 90,986 2,630
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AT FH A Ao W2 FEAo} FoA 99 A+ 6863HCE KA
15%E TSt Utk o8& £YEAol vl &S TE F7te vlustH ofF W
Zo|t}, 9)=o] &&= o} Bl (non-marital birth rate)S A3 HH ofo] LA EE 60%
& 92 3, 2941, 22909 EfFYH I7FEL 50%E 9l YT P52 30%H

o], F=- 40% Tl 50%0 H2Et YT 2T gEo] YBo &

ZHk
ZA0l ML o} we £EL AR T

RS0 A £ E4tH] &0
E1d 5 7837 A £ S4to} doas mE

t}(Rothenbacher 1995).
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U= A =&l Xt =el2|ef Xt ol
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(41 %)
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
EQ1=9| I | 99.1 99.0 98.9 98.8 98.7 98.5 98.5
=9019|9| A} 0.9 1.0 1.1 1.3 1.3 1.5 1.5
4. BAA, 20063 A - AREA Az
A

(®# 7) OECD 2= 1} H|w(F SMo} = thH| =QI2]2| Xt2| FdH|)
(41 %)

&= Ut o= d= =ZgA | o|Ez|or| =Y
2001 1.0 1.7 33.5 40.1 44.7 9.9 25.0
2002 1.1 1.9 34.0 40.6 45.2 10.9 26.1
2003 1.3 1.9 34.6 41.5 46.2 13.0 27.0
2004 1.3 2.0 35.8 42.3 47.4 14.9e 27.9
2005 1.5 2.0 36.8p 42.9 48.4 13.8e 29.2
2006 1.5 - - - - - -

%‘1- Eﬂlfé 2006 =4 - A A 23
F pe FAA, ev FHA

(Proportion of births outside marriage, 2004 or most recent)
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(E 7) YUAE Ol =0[(1958-2007)
(291 4, %)

= UL =LA =Y LU LHIZ(%)
1958—-1960 2,700 168 2,632 6.2
1961-1970 11,481 4,206 7,275 36.6
1971-1975 31,183 9,901 21,282 31.7
1976-1980 42,269 15,304 26,965 36.2
1981-1985 50,502 15,424 35,078 30.5
1986—-1990 41,342 11,099 30,243 26.8
1991-1995 16,791 5,817 10,974 34.6
1996—-2000 18,634 7,479 11,155 40.1
2001—-2005 19,577 8,130 11,447 41.5
2006 3,231 1,332 1,899 41.2
2007 2,652 1,388 1,264 52.3
A 240,362 80,248 160,114 33.3

EH: RS ATU(1993) o] YAHE £4]":88% A 8(1958-1992)
B 52 5(2000) “ 578 W A]":244(1993-2000)
HAEAE(2007) “UFH3” (2001-2007)
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Richard Boas

(MD - Founder and Director,
Unwed Korean Mothers Support Network/
St20|=2 X3 WENI MEX A ClaE)

My name is Richard Boas, and | am honored to speak at today’s KWDI Forum.

| am Founder and Director of The Korean Unwed Mothers Support Network, which
advocates for and raises the visibility of the issue of the difficult situation of unwed
Korean mothers and their children. In addition, | have established, at Norwak Hospital, in
Connecticut, as well as Connecticut Hospice, funds that assist indigent cancer patients and
their families. | am a Board Member of The Charter Oak Challenge Foundation, which
seeks to address issues of poverty and lack of quality education in Bridgeport,

Connecticut, one of the poorest cities in the state.

In 1987, my wife and | already had two wonderful children, and wished to have a third
child. However, we were unable to conceive, and decided to adopt. We decided to adopt
from Korea, as we understood that children there born to unwed mothers faced a difficult
future, especially girls. By adopting, we hoped to give a child abetter life in the States.
In addition, we understood that Korea and the UShad the world’s best-developed system
of intercountry adoption. Esther was born in Pusan in October 1987 and came to us three

and a half months later.
For many years, | was an ophthamologist specializing in glaucoma, a potentialy
blinding disease. It was most rewarding, yet | wished to be able to help people in a

different way.

In 2005, | learned that many local families could not adopt due to steep and rising



costs. | was especially moved by their desire to adopt siblings of children already adopted,
also special needs children. | was truly grateful to Family and Children's Agency in
Connecticut (FCA) and Social Welfare Society in Seoul (SWS) for bringing us our child,

and wanted to be able to help other families adopt, as we did.

| began meeting with other adoptive families in my area. Together we started The
Adoption Foundation at FCA. While | was with the foundation, we aided about fifteen
families. It was truly gratifying to review applications from families, and make grants that

would help them adopt.

| believed in our work, and wanted to do everything | could to promote it, so | asked

to join the FCA social workers on their trip to Korea in October 2006, at my expense.
The trip changed me completely.

| was not prepared for my reaction to holding infants (some as young as four days old),
meeting special needs children, visiting sick children in the hospital, and seeing a three
month-old boy and his foster mom. These children had been relinquished by their
unmarried mothers, and therefore orphaned. However, | was deeply moved by meeting a
dozen young women in an SWS facility in Daegu. All were approximately 18-24 years
old, all were pregnant and unmarried, and every single one of these mothers had already
agreed to give up her child. Suddenly | realized that, 20 years ago, Esther’s mother was
one of these women, and Esther was one of these orphans. And | had the answer to a
question that had bothered me since adopting Esther: | had not recognized or validated the

woman who gave birth to my child, nor the relationship between them.

| had strongly supported adoption from Korea. However, | realized | had been blind to
the circumstances of unwed Korean mothers, their children and families, and the possible
negative effects of adoption, especially international adoption, on mother and child.

Seventy percent of unmarried Korean mothers give up their children. The US figure is

DIZZE S Hygl ¥



2%. Why the disparity? Is this truly necessary? More importantly, isn’t it the right of any
loving, capable mother to bring up her child, if she chooses, not only in Korea, but
anywhere in the world? The women | met in Daegu, and Esther’s mother Young Ja before

them, had painfully relinquished their children, effectively with no societal alternative.

With my thinking sharply changed, | returned home, asking: How can I, an American
adoptive parent, help so that the best interests of unmarried Korean mothers and their
children are met? Is there a role that | should play, would it make a difference, and would
it be accepted and embraced by Korean society? If a woman chooses to keep and raise
her child, how can | help increase the likelihood that she will be able to do this? Should
she choose to place her child for adoption, how may | help her? If Esther had been born

last week, what would have been the right things to do for her and her mother?

On average, 2000 children are adopted from Korea each year, and another 2000 are
adopted domestically. Adoption from Korea sharply increased over 50 years ago as a valid
response to the needs of war orphans and children fathered by American servicemen. It
continues for completely different reasons. Some overseas adoption may always be
necessary. However, why isn’'t Korea, a democracy with the world’s 13th largest economy,
helping its own? Why isn't it doing everything it can to help unmarried women keep and

raise their children, if they choose? These brave women deserve all the help they can get!

Stunned, | left the pro-international adoption foundation | helped to start. Instead |
began to focus on unwed Korean moms and their children. My hope was that | could do

something to help Koreans positively address this issue.

An unwed Korean woman and her child endure socia stigma, hostility, alienation from
her family, insufficient childrearing resources, and lack of government support. Even
though there is a father, the mother is told that since she created her problem, she must
solve it, alone. If the mother gives up her child to adoption (which she usually does), she

is faced with guilt and shame for the rest of her life. | love my daughter, and as grateful

= = (71)



as | am that Esther became my child, it pains me to see any woman give up her child
because family, society and government will not support her —just as Esther was given up
by her mother. | have met many Koreans who feel guilty about this issue, but who seem

unwilling or unable to change it.

| respect and understand that Koreans have a five thousand year history, with patriarchal
traditions that stress blood lineage and a stigma against unmarried mothers and their

children. This longstanding stigma is largely supported by current public policy.

It is important for me to help make more visible the difficult situation of unwed
mothers and their children, and educate, inform, promote discussion, even debate, and
serve as a resource in the hope that Koreans positively address the issue, in their own

way. Koreans have a wonderful opportunity to embrace these mothers and children.

This is my fifth trip to Korea in less than two years. | have engaged in a number of
activities which include, but are not limited to, support of Ae Ran Won, which aids
unwed moms and their children, support of The Korean Womens Workers Association,
Korean Womens Associations United, as well as Hanbumo--which all provide advocacy
and support for older single moms. It is also my pleasure and privilege to support
research to be undertaken by The Korea Women's Development Institute, on a range of

issues concerning unwed mothers.

| came to Korea this time to continue my ongoing work, and the future holds many
return trips, | hope, to work with my friends and colleagues in this wonderful country.

Thank you.
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Ellen Furnari

(Consultant, Unwed Korean Mothers Support Network/
Former Vice President of Programs & Strategy, Give2asia/
st=20l22Xd HWEHT 1I&)

Thank you very much for inviting us to talk about unwed mothers and their children in
Korea, at the forum today. In particular I'd like to thank Dr. Lee and Dr. Kim who
organized the forum.

| work with Dr. Boas as an advisor for the Korean Unwed Mothers Support Network.
| am very honored that Dr. Boas has chosen to include me in his work. In this capacity
| have been to Korea before, in fact this is my fifth visit in one and a half years.

| hope | am not repeating too much of what has been said before, or will be said after
me. | thank you in advance for your attention. | would like to talk about what is known
and what is not known about the circumstances and needs of unwed mothers and briefly
how this compares to conditions in western countries.

To begin with, as a foreigner, one of the things which strikes me is the lack of
sufficient information about unwed mothers and their children. It doesn’t seem possible to
get clear numbers of how many women give birth to children out of wedlock. There are
good numbers for the number of children who are adopted either internationaly or
domestically. But how many other children are born each year and what happens to them
and their mothers? And who are the men who father these children? The national data to
answer these questions appears to be incomplete.

We have talked to many people who have shared research, statistics from the
government, results of small scale studies. For the most recent year 2007 - it appears
that 2652 children were adopted either domestically or internationaly. This is down from
3562 in 2005 and 4206 in 2001. This appears to reflect the trend that organizations such
as Aeranwon have experienced in working with unwed mothers, more of them are keeping

their children. But how many?
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Current estimates are that about 30% of unwed mothers keep their children. This
suggests that approximately 3800 children were born to unwed mothers in 2005. Yet at
times we have been told it is more like 20,000 a year.

The statics given to us which come from the Ministry of Health and Welfare from 2004
state that there were 4004 births to unwed mothers and 3,899 were adopted. This would
suggest that 97% of mothers relinquished their children for adoption. This is puzzling.

It is not clear if there are statistics for how many children are relinquished but never
adopted and who grow up in institutional care. Nor do there seem to be any statistics for
women who try to raise their children alone, but eventually do give them up for adoption.

There also is an absence of demographic data. As the information itself is incomplete it
is not possible to know the ages of women giving birth out of wedlock, nor other
economic or social data about their lives. A small, nonrandom study conducted by
Aeranwon found that 2/3 of the mothers were over 20, many had experienced abuse in
their families, and that an increasing number of women were having a second and even
third child without being married. This study did not collect information on the men who
father these children.

As Dr. Boas mentioned, in a country with the 13th largest economy in the world (a fact
that all Koreans must feel very proud of), it is not that Korea can’t afford to support these
women and their children.

Rather there seems to be other issues.

Much of this seems to rest on the experience of women in Korea. Although as |
understand it abortion is not legal, Korea has a very high rate of abortion. It is estimated
that at least 40% of abortions are to unwed mothers.

Korea has a very low birth rate, amongst the lowest in the world. Although as a
foreigner, | am sure | don’t begin to understand the social complexity this reflects, it does
suggest that every child born in Korea be well nurtured and raised here, and that the
decision to have children is a difficult one for many women and couples.

The social assistance provided to women and children, whether married or not, is much
less in Korea then countries with similar sized economies in the west. There is very little

financial assistance. Single parents can receive 50,000 won, but less then 10% do. There
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is very little support for pre school, for job training, transportation, health care, and
regular school tuition.

Korea's rating by OECD and UNDP gender equality measurements are surprisingly poor
for a country with such rapid and successful development, in which so many women
make significant contributions in all fields of work and life.

In addition there is the aready mentioned stigma of being an unwed mother. We have
heard stories from women whose families rejected them, of fathers who abused their wives
- blaming them for their daughter’s pregnancy. There is enormous family and social
pressure on unwed women to either have an abortion or to relinquish their children. That
said, one of the interesting experiences | have had here over and over is that while
Koreans say that other Koreans are against these women, every single Korean we have
talked to has seemed sympathetic. Social change rarely occurs as rapidly as economic
changes, but clearly there are tremendous social changes in Korea.

In the United States and Europe there was a similar, though not as strong,
discrimination against unwed mothers in the past. However the last 50 years or more have
seen dramatic changes in cultural norms and social policy. In many western countries
today, women are supported with family leave when they have children, nutritional
support, health care, job training, pre school related to their work hours or school hours,
support to finish their own education if appropriate, housing assistance, and other needed
social and financial supports. In many countries there are multi service centers, which
provide many kinds of services for mothers, in one place. While the parents live on their
own, they can access one or more programs, as they need. Increasingly western societies
have supported women’s rights to lead the lives they choose and learned that we can’t
afford not to take care of all of our children. And we are less concerned about the marital
status of a mother, and more concerned about supporting her to be the best mother she
can be.

In any case, in the United States, records are kept of all children born and it is possible
to get precise numbers of children born out of wedlock and what happens to them, how
many children enter foster care each year and their ages and if they come from married

or unmarried, parents, etc. Records are also kept on the fathers. In other words the data,
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though never perfect, exists with which to examine these social phenomenon.

All of this suggests that the research KWDI is undertaking regarding the incidence and
demographics of unwed mothers in Korea and the public opinions regarding these women
and their children is critical. It is difficult to develop good public policy that can be
accepted by the country, in the absence of important data.

Our focus today is on unwed mothers. However, we do understand that the
circumstances for single mothers shares many similarities and that they have many of the
same needs. So that good social policies for single mothers will also benefit unwed
mothers and vice versa.

And while there is much to be done, we know that aready there have been major
changes. Due to the efforts of many within and outside of the government there have been
important legislative changes providing more support for single parents and allowing
women more legal independence in how they register themselves and their children.

So | believe | speak for Dr. Boas and myself when | say that while there is much that
Korea might do to improve the lives and circumstances of unwed mothers and their
children, there has aready been significant improvements and important efforts begun. It
is with a sense of hopefulness that we are part of this forum today. And | have a deep
gratitude for your inclusion of us, foreigners, who truly wish only the best for Korea.
While we know these issues have to be decided by Koreans, in your own time and way,

we feel very privileged to be included in your deliberations. Thank you.
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