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Debate, Item 3.2 34 C/4 Documents (Friday, 14 October 3-6 pm)

Mr. Chair,
Thank you for giving me the floor. On behalf of the delegation of the Republic of
Korea, I would like to congratulate you for being elected to chair this very important

commission.

My delegation shares the understanding that we are now witnessing rapid changes in
an era of globalization and information revolution, a trend in which UNESCO has
also been taking part. Accordingly, we strongly believe that the newly emerging
demands of our times should be reflected in the preparation of the 34 C/4 documents.
With this in mind, my delegation would like to address several issues, mainly on the

principles and priorities of programs in the years 2008-2013.

First, more emphasis should be placed on the problems and challenges of today’s
cultures and peoples’ diverse ways of living, while stressing, the importance of the
preservation of past legacies of humanity. It is quite evident that the programs for the
preservation of cultural heritage has allowed UNESCO to gain more recognition and
credibility. My delegation sincerely hopes that UNESCO will render due consideration
to the development of more innovative programs focusing on the present and

contemporary living cultures.

Second, my delegation would also like to emphasize that the basic principles of
cultural diversity should be the core spirit of the 34 C/4 documents. Mr. Chair,
cultural diversity is a priori an intercultural understanding and communication among
peoples and societies. A more systematic and concentrated effort is therefore needed to

preserve and promote cultural diversity.

Third, my delegation would like to draw your attention to the development of culture
policies of the member states. As you are aware, most member states are about to
reformulate their culture policies to meet the challenges of contemporary society. I do

believe that UNESCO should play an active role in providing intellectual and technical
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assistance to the member states. Furthermore, new trends and concepts of culture
policies for the sustainable development of peoples and societies should be more
reflected in future programs. In particular, the cultural rights of disadvantaged people
such as women, youth, and immigrant populations should be fostered, in order for
them to be able to increase their opportunity to enjoy cultural programs and to

actively take part in the process of creating culture.

Finally, Considering the intrinsic value of art as a source of creativity, further efforts
to implement art programs need to be strengthened. We look forward to the adoption
of diverse programs to improve and enhance the artistic capabilities and expression of

people.

Mr. Chair,

My delegation expects that these points will be fully reflected in the formulation of
cultural programs for the 34 C/4. In addition, I wish to remind you that my
delegation shares its concern with the consistent efforts of UNESCO to enhance the

efficiency of program implementation through the decentralization policy.

Let me close by saying that the delegation of the Republic of Korea is in full support
of the 33 C/COM. 1,2,3,4,5/DR 2.

Thank you for your attention.
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