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Abstract

A Critical Qualitative Study on the
‘Becoming-Women' Experience of Female
Pastor

Hyemi Kim™*:Youngsoon Kim™**

This study aims to explore the experience of Becoming Woman' among
female pastors who refuse to conform to patriarchal church culture
through critical qualitative research. Critical qualitative research is
qualitative research based on critical theory and is interested in finding
solutions by revealing unequal social structures or relationships. Three
research participants were selected and data were collected through
in-depth interviews. As a result of content analysis, four categories and
twelve meanings were derived. The four categories are difficulties in
striated space, facing molecular women, Becoming-Women with, and
creating smooth space.

The discussion presented based on these research results is as follows.
First, female pastors still experience difficulties with limited leadership in
the male-dominated church after their ordinations, and it led them into
Becoming-Women. Second, church women’s responses to male-centered
church culture were different. In the process of Becoming-woman,
research participants encountered female colleagues as both opponents
and supporters. Third, men’s cooperation to change the church’s

patriarchal culture appeared to be minimal.

Keywords : Female Pastor, Deleuze & Guattari, Becoming-Women,
Critical Qualitative Study
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