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Abstract

Can Young Civil Servants be Agents of Gender

Mainstreaming?: Focusing on the Experience
of Office Workers in the 2030s*

Jaewon Jeong®*:Euna Lee™*

This study begins with the question of whether the younger generation
of civil servants can fully implement the gender mainstreaming strategy as
a gender equality policy. As a result of in-depth interviews with officers in
the 2030s, young officers emphasized the value of ‘public office’ or ‘public
interest’, and, regardless of gender, placed an individual's work-life balance
as an important value and goal rather than success within the organization.
This change of perception has become an important mechanism that drives
the change of hierarchical and bureaucratic organizational culture. In
addition, although visible discrimination based on gender is disappearing,
female executives were clearly aware of the informal organizational culture
and the effects of discrimination. However, the younger generation of civil
servants did not show much difference from the older generation of civil
servants in terms of gender equality perceptions or policies. In addition, the
gender perception of the study participants was partially in contact with
backlash or anti-feminist sentiments toward gender equality policies. In
other words, as an actor of the gender mainstreaming strategy, the youth
officer is a coexistence of the ‘possibility’ of creating organizational
transformation and the ‘negation’ of gender equality policies and the
‘impossibility’ of becoming a subject of resistance. In this paradoxical
situation, it is suggested that gender- sensitive education should be an
important alternative, and that gender- sensitive education for the younger
generation of civil servants is necessary.

Keywords : gender equality, civil servant, policy, gender mainstreaming,

gender training
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