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Abstract

Status of Boycotts Related to Gender Sensitivity
: Through Coverage from Seven Daily

Newspapers

JiHyun Ko*-SeJeong Yang**

The purpose of this study is to look at the current status of boycott
related to gender sensitivity in Korea, and to present the starting point of
discourse on gender sensitivity related issues in the consumer market. For
this purpose, 158 articles reported in seven domestic dailies(Chosun Daily,
JoongAng Daily, DongA Daily, Hankyoreh, Hankook Daily, Kyunghyang
Daily, Kukmin Daily) over the past six years from 2015 to 2020 have been
selected and analyzed. The data was collected thorough “Big Kinds(news
big data analysis system)” and each media’s website.

According to the analysis, 52 boycotts related to gender sensitivity have
occurred over the past six years. The number of boycotts occurring every
year is not much different, but the number of media reports is gradually
increasing. Second, the boycotts were classified by the cause of controversy
over gender sensitivity(sexism, sexual violence, and misogyny), and the
amount of media coverage was highest in case of sexual violence issues.
Third, consumer-oriented boycotts without «civic group intervention
accounted for a high percentage. Fourth, the stage of running the boycott
was the highest and organizing the boycott was the lowest. Fifth, among
companies’ response methods, the follow-up that took action directly, such
as scrapping problematic content, was the highest. Finally, in the case of
the boycott, which was announced in all seven daily newspapers, all of the
companies saw their sales decline for at least six months after the boycott.

Keywords : Boycott, Women's consumption movement, Gender

Sensitivity, Media reports
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